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SUBJECT: EMBASSY ACCESS TO MFA PRESS DIVISION 
REF: MOSCOW 1260 

DURING CALL JANUARY 29 ON USA DIVISION CHIEF KORNIYENKO 
ON BERLIN ISSUES, CHARGE TOOK OCCASION TO EXPRESS PERSONAL 
ANNOYANCE AT MFA PRESS DIVISION'S REFUSAL TO RECEIVE 
PRESS/CULTURAL COUNSELOR LAST WEEK TO DISCUSS JOSELOFF 
CASE (REFTEL). CHARGE SAID THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE OF 
SINGLE INSTANCE OF DEPARTMENT S REFUSAL TO RECEIVE SOVIET 
EMBASSY PRESS OFFICIALS WHEN THEY WANTED ACCESS. KORNIYENKO 
SAID THAT IN PAST WHEN HE HAD DISCUSSED ACCESS QUESTIONS 
WITH PRESS DIVISION CHIEF SOFINSKIY, LATTER HAD SAID 
THAT SOMETIMES HE IS AWAY AND EMBASSY OFFICERS ARE 
UNWILLING TO SEE ONE OF HIS DEPUTIES. CHARGE ASSERTED 
THAT THIS WAS DEFINITELY NOT THE CASE AND THAT IN THIS 
PARTICULAR INSTANCE ALL ACCESS TO PRESS DIVISION WAS 
DENIED.DUBS 
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